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Course Description 

The student taking AP Studio Art course in 2-D Design is expected to be a serious art 

student who may wish to pursue art as a career.  This course is similar to what an entering 

college freshman may encounter.  The AP student will become efficient in creating 

quality art work at a high level, in accordance to the expectations of the College Board.  

The AP student will utilize critical judgment through self and peer evaluations. 

 

Content of Course/Outcomes 

The AP Studio Art course in 2-D Design is comprised of three aspects of portfolio 

development; quality, concentration, and breadth.  The requirements and expectations are 

outlined in the course descriptions and studio art poster provided by the AP College 

Board which will be referred to throughout the duration of the course. 

 

I. Quality – The student chooses the five best works that they have produced throughout 

the duration of the course.  The five works may come from Concentration/Breadth 

sections.  Mastery of design should be apparent in the composition, concept, and 

execution of the works, whether they are simple or complex.  There is no preferred (or 

unacceptable) style or content. 

 

* 2-D Design students will submit 5 original works for this section. 

 Five matted works  

 These should be the student’s best work, selected for excellence, and 
cannot be larger than 18" x 24". 

 

 

II. Concentration – The student will create a body of related works describing an in-

depth exploration of a particular artistic concern.  It should reflect a process of 

investigation of a specific visual idea in 2-D design.  It is not a selection of a variety of 

works produced as solutions to class projects or a collection of works with differing 

intents.  The student is encouraged to explore a personal, central interest as intensively as 

possible, and to work with a variety of digital media, tools, and techniques that will 

address the problems that are unique to the individual investigation.  The concentration 

should grow out of the student’s ideas and demonstrate growth and discovery through a 

number of conceptually related works.  In this section, the evaluators are interested not 

only in the work presented, but also in visual evidence of thinking, selected method of 

working, and development of the work over time.  At this stage, the instructor will meet 

with each student to help further the development of his or her work. 

 

* 2-D Design students will digitally upload 12 images to the AP College Board 

website for this section.  

 



 

III. Breadth – The students will demonstrate the understanding of the principles of 

design, including unity, variety, balance, movement, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, 

repetition, proportion/scale, and figure/ground relationship.  Successful works of art 

require the integration of the elements and principles of design; the students must 

therefore be actively engaged with these concepts while thoughtfully composing art.  The 

work in this section should show evidence of a range of conceptual, perceptual, 

expressive, and technical approaches to 2D Design.  Each student will become familiar 

with and follow the expectations and requirements mapped out by the College Board for 

the AP Studio course they have chosen to pursue. 

 

* 2-D Design students will digitally upload 12 images to the AP College Board 

website for this section.  

 

Critiques 
 

Critiquing is a vital portion of the class.  The students will practice their vocabulary 

through written studies and individual/group discussion.  The student will be expected to 

fully participate, and have work ready to present at the beginning of the hour, on the 

assigned date.  A variety of assessments for critiquing will be used including studio 

scoring guidelines designed by the College Board.  If you are absent on a critique day, it 

is your responsibility to meet with the instructor, and if necessary create a new deadline 

for an assignment.  Also, dialogue among student to student and informal critiquing can 

take place anytime.  It is part of the learning and teaching process and can empower 

students to teach each other. 

 

 

 

Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is a very serious issue.  Students are expected to use artistic integrity 

throughout the course.  Work that is based on published photographs or the work of other 

artists is discouraged. If published photographs are used the work of art must move 

beyond duplication to illustrate an original idea.  If you borrow an idea from a photo or 

artist, it must be altered significantly, so that it becomes unrecognizable.   It is much 

more important that the student work from observation and interpretation from real life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Expectations 

 

It is imperative for students enrolling in any AP Studio art course to work independently 

in terms of their ability to do research, explore and practice their knowledge of materials 

and equipment, and their ability to take initiative during the production phase. 



The planning, research, execution, and the critiquing phases must be carried out with a 

focus on meeting the artistic goal of the individual student. 

It is beneficial to have students work on more than one piece at a time. If someone needs 

more instruction or a one-on-one critique, then he or she will have something else to 

work on until the instructor is available. 

The class meets for approximately 84 minutes every other school day.  It is essential that 

the student put in a minimum of 4–8 hours a week of outside studio time.  This is a fast-

paced course. The AP student cannot afford to get behind in their work. At least one day 

per week will be designated open studio time after school where the student may come in 

for a few extra hours to work in the computer lab.  This is highly recommended, but not 

mandatory. 

 

 

 

 

Supplies and Equipment 

 

Adobe software and Wacom tablets will be available for students to use during school 

hours.  However, part of the college curriculum requires students to be resourceful, and 

they will be expected to obtain their own supplies according to their individual needs. It 

is also recommended that you purchase a flash drive for this course. All students need to 

purchase a sketchbook.   

 

 

Grades and Assessments 

 

The final grade is determined by the quality of the work, participation in class, and 

meeting deadlines.  The final project grades are based on the scoring guides for the AP 

College Board assessment rubrics for each section of the portfolio. The students and 

teacher work with these scoring guidelines very closely. These are the guidelines that the 

AP readers use to score the final portfolio. The scoring guidelines for all work and all 

three sections of the AP Studio Art exam can be found on the AP Central website; 

www.apcentral.collegeboard.com.   Other forms for assessing student work may be seen 

in the addendum at the end of this document. 

Participation in class requires that the student participates in the group and individual 

critiques and contributes to the critiquing process in a positive way.  The student needs to 

be actively engaged in the production of art and using the studio time as efficiently as 

possible.  

Meeting deadlines is important to the grading process. The student is responsible to plan 

accordingly and time management is a self-awareness that the student must focus on in 

order to be successful.  This is beneficial to the well-being of the student creating less 

stress when the student is prepared when a project is due. The student will be graded on 

meeting deadlines for each assignment.  

 

 

Sketchbook Work and Homework 

http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/


 

The students may be given sketchbook assignments in order to help develop and record 

their ideas for their projects.  It is expected that the students will use a sketchbook as a 

visual journal to practice drawing and design skills, and to record their journey through 

this year. 

Students may receive specific assignments or just be asked to spend time working on a 

particular in-class assignment at home. They should be prepared to spend four to eight 

hours a week outside of class on their work. 

 

 

Student Objectives: 

 

2-D Design  

• Maintain a strong work ethic. 

• Work through and solve visual problems effectively. 

• Refine the ability to draw/render what you see. 

• Understand how art elements and design principles communicate content. 

• Increase awareness of the creative process. 

• Increase knowledge of art tools and materials. 

• Pursue the art making process with a passion—be fearless. 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Requirements 

 

Summer Requirements: 

After signing the AP contract, the student will pursue the summer curriculum.  In 

overview, the work will include three quality pieces of art with completed assessment 

rubrics, 25 pages of research, and sketchbook drawings. 

 

 

Summer Curriculum Outline 

 

AP 2-D Design: 

Please contact Mrs. Petcher at Margueriteep@leeschools.net for the summer assignments. 

 

 

First Semester Requirements 

The students will produce a minimum of 12 works for 2-D Design students that fit the 

requirements for the Breadth section of the AP course.  These works will be submitted to 

the instructor for a semester grade.  The portfolio work will be graded on the quality of 

the work produced, based on the scoring guidelines for the Breadth Section outlined by 

the College Board. 

 

 

mailto:Margueriteep@leeschools.net


Second Semester Requirements: 

The students will produce a minimum of 12 works for 2-D design that fit the 

requirements for the Concentration section of the AP course.  As described before, this is 

an area that is developed around a specific theme or idea.  The most effective 

concentration demonstrates an artist’s growth.  In this area the artist must be able to 

explain in a written commentary a description of what the concentration is and how it 

evolved.  The portfolio work will be graded on the quality of the work produced, based 

on the scoring guidelines for the Concentration Section outlined by the College Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Additional Assessment Forms: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Name_________________________             circle one:     2-D      Drawing        3-D 

Evaluator______________________ 

 
Briefly describe the central idea for your concentration:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________. 
 

Grading Criteria: Project #1  

________ 25% the work presented is part of the concentration as stated above. 
________ 25% there is evidence of thinking and of focus, quality of the concept/idea                          

                       are represented. 

________25% time and effort spent on the project. 

________25% technical quality 

_________   Total  

 
 

Grading Criteria:  Project #2 

________ 25% the work presented is part of the concentration as stated above. 
________ 25% there is evidence of thinking and of focus, quality of the concept/idea                          

                        are represented. 

________25% time and effort spent on the project. 
________25% technical quality 

________   Total 
 

 

Comments and thoughts-Teacher: 
 

 

 
 

Comments and thoughts-Student: 

 



 

Assessment Forms: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reading and Reference Material 

 

www.apcentral.collegeboard.com 

Betti, Claudia and Teel Sale.  Drawing- A Contemporary Approach.  Harcourt, Brace 

College Publishers, Ft. Worth  1997 

Chaet, Bernard. The Art of Drawing. Wadsworth Publishing 1983 

Cole, Bruce and  Gealt Adelheid.  Art of the Western World. Summit Books, New York 

1989 

Michael F. O’Brien and Norman Sibley.   The Photographic Eye,  Davis Publications, 

Inc., Worcester, Massachusetts  1995 

Assess your selected portfolio work and score it on the following criteria: 

 

 Poor Moderate Good Strong Excellent 

Materials well used; 

technique is excellent 

1 2 3 4 5 

Inventive/Imaginative 1 2 3 4 5 

Evidence of thinking; 

Clear visual intent 

1 2 3 4 5 

Purposeful composition 1 2 3 4 5 

Awareness of style 

and format 

1 2 3 4 5 

Sensitive/evocative 1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

 

If you have not scored your work consistently in the 4 or 5 range, now assess what 

its strengths and weaknesses are, and how to rework the piece and raise it to a 5. 

 

Explain your rationale in a paragraph below, considering: 

 

1. Have you done anything special with the use of the art elements (line, 

color, shape, texture, value)? 

2. What are some of the dominant shapes, expressive forms, color schemes, 

and textures that carry significance in this artwork? 

3. Is the work ordered/balanced? Or chaotic/disturbing? What makes for 

the order or chaos? Would you use words such as unity, variety, contrast, 

balance, movement, and rhythm to describe formal characteristics of 

this work? 

4. Describe the quality of execution and technique. What gives the work its 

uniqueness? 

5. Does the work evoke any feelings? To what do you ascribe your feeling— 

the use of colors, shapes, technique, theme? 

6. Is there symbolism used in the work to convey meaning other than what 

one sees? 

7. What is your general impression of the work? What did you want the 

viewer to think about? Did you successfully get your message across? 

Discuss if the work is a significant success, why or why not, and support your 

judgment with evidence. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/

